
Spanish 418: The evolution of Spanish (Spring 2021) 
 
Days:     Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Time:    11:15 a.m. – 12:05 p.m. 
Zoom link:   On CANVAS 
Instructor:   John Lipski 
Office:    247 Burrowes 
Lab:     1C Keller 
Mailbox:   442 Burrowes 
Telephone:   (814) 865-6583 (with voice mail; speak clearly) 
Virtual office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday 10:00-11:00 a.m.; Friday 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
 and by appointment (don’t be shy; I’m available at other times) 
Office hour Zoom links: On CANVAS 
E-mail:   jlipski@psu.edu 
Web site:   www.personal.psu.edu/jml34/ 
 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 215  
 
Textbooks (required; bring to every class): 
 
Pharies, Breve historia de la lengua española (BHLE); 2nd edition (2015) 
Ranson & Quesada, The history of Spanish, a student’s introduction (HS) 
 
Required reference material:  
 
A Spanish-English dictionary (also recommended is a comprehensive Spanish-only dictionary). 
This can be in printed form, a smart-phone app, a digital document, or an internet link, but you 
must have access to a dictionary at all times as you may be called upon to look up words. 
 
Some useful references (most available through the library, some in electronic versions): 
 
Alatorre, Los 1001 años de la lengua española 
Company Company (coordinadora), Sintaxis histórica de la lengua española 
Corominas, Diccionario crítico-etimológico castellano e hispánico 
Harris & Vincent, The Romance languages 
Klee and Lynch, El español en contacto con otras lenguas 
Lapesa, Historia de la lengua española  
Lipski, A history of Afro-Hispanic language 
Lipski, Varieties of Spanish in the United States 
Lloyd, From Latin to Spanish  
Menéndez Pidal, Manual de gramática histórica  
Penny, A history of the Spanish language 
Penny, Variation and change in Spanish 
Pountain, A history of the Spanish language through texts 
Spaulding, How Spanish grew 
 



OBJECTIVES: 
 
The world’s 400+ million Spanish speakers are still speaking Latin after almost 1500 years (so 
are today’s French, Italian, Portuguese, and Romanian speakers, among others)—but it’s not the 
same Latin (Julius Caesar wouldn’t be able to understand any of it). And the Spanish that spread 
to every continent in the world beginning in 1492 is very different than the many Spanishes of 
2021. ALL languages change ALL the time. In this course we will discuss HOW and—to the 
greatest possible extent—WHY languages change, with primary emphasis on the evolution of 
Spanish. Whenever possible historical developments that affected Spanish will be compared with 
contemporary scenarios, many of which you will explore as part of the class assignments. You 
will learn about the resources available to study the development and spread of the Spanish 
language and will be introduced to some of the variation found in today’s Spanish-speaking 
world. You will also learn the fundamentals of linguistic analysis. 
 
WHY IS THIS CLASS BEING TAUGHT REMOTELY? 
 
(In addition to the fact that we are still in the midst of a raging pandemic that by the beginning of 
the spring 2021 semester will have claimed the lives of more than 400,000 people in the United 
States alone, and that only now is a very limited and chaotic vaccination program beginning), 
this is a class in which the phonetic and grammatical nuances of Spanish play a central role. You 
need to see my unobstructed mouth and hear me clearly; for maximum benefit from feedback, it 
is also extremely helpful for me to see your mouth and hear you clearly when you participate, so 
I encourage you to attend class in an environment in which you can speak freely without a mask 
and use your webcam. 
 
HOW TO ACCESS THE CLASS: 
 
The course is taught via Zoom. The links for the class session are posted on CANVAS, in the 
folder entitled “Zoom links.” You will have to log into Zoom with your Penn State credentials 
(no GMail, Hotmail, etc.). The classes will require a password (also on CANVAS), to avoid 
unwanted interference. If you forget the link or password, send me an email just before the 
beginning of the class. I hope to use the same links and passwords for the entire semester, but if 
we get Zoom-bombed, all bets are off. 
 
To make the class as interactive as possible, you will be able to use both webcam and 
microphone, and share your screen when needed. Please keep your microphone muted unless 
you are speaking. The chat function is also available for all classes. At any point during the class, 
raise your hand (virtually), ask questions, or make observations by chat. From time to time we 
will use breakout rooms. 
 
My open office hours will also be conducted via Zoom (with links posted on CANVAS). The 
office hours will have a waiting room; I will monitor Zoom during the office hour period and let 
people in as soon as they appear in the waiting room. Office hour sessions will not be recorded. 
 



The remote format will also enable me to schedule individual appointments as needed, so if you 
aren’t free during the posted office hours or want some additional practice or advice, please 
contact me, and I guarantee that we will find a time. 
 
All assignments and course materials (slides, supplementary elements) will be posted on 
CANVAS, and all class announcements will be made through CANVAS. 
 
All class sessions will be automatically recorded by Zoom. For your reference, the university’s 
statement with respect to class recordings is: 
 
"Video and audio recordings of class lectures will be part of the classroom activity.  The video 
and audio recording is used for educational use/purposes and may be made available to all 
students presently enrolled in the class. For purposes where the recordings will be used in future 
class session/lectures, any type of identifying information will be adequately removed."  
 
Participation in the class constitutes implicit consent to be recorded. In the case of Spanish 418, 
Spring 2021, after each class I will post the audio-only recording to CANVAS, together with 
any slides that were presented. I will NOT post videos of the class. As a courtesy to your 
classmates, please do not re-post the recordings or share with others not enrolled in the class.  
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CLASS: 
 
When this class is taught in person, it is very interactive, with a lot of spontaneous practice, 
review, and commentary. While the virtual environment takes a lot of the shine off this 
spontaneity, I strongly encourage you to participate from an environment in which you can speak 
freely without a mask and use your webcam as much as possible. I constantly call on students for 
short replies, and to see if they have questions, and I’d like to do as much of this as possible in 
the virtual environment. At the beginning of each class, if you cannot answer verbally (e.g. 
you’re in the library, your roommate is asleep, etc.), please indicate this in the chat, and if I call 
on you, write your answer in the chat. 
 
You will have my undivided attention and respect at all times. I expect the same from you: 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: 
 
This is a language skills and language content course.  It will be conducted in Spanish and 
students will be expected to perform (written and oral tasks) in grammatically correct and 
appropriate Spanish, commensurate with a 400-level course. In practical terms, this means at the 
very least that verbs should agree with the subject, adjectives should agree with the nouns they 
modify, nouns should have the correct grammatical gender, etc. One of the ancillary aims of the 
course is to increase your vocabulary, so don’t be afraid to try out new words or ask how to say 
something in Spanish. Students are required to be prepared, having read any required material 
and having completed any assignments for the day. You need to have your textbooks and 
Spanish-English dictionary for each class. Participation on an individual level as well as at a 
group level is normal for this class. We will also go over assigned textbook activities. All 
students should expect to be called on frequently. 



CONTACTING ME 
 
The very best way is by sending a message to jlipski@psu.edu. During university working days 
I check my e-mail many times a day (that’s days, not nights) and will respond as soon as I open 
your message. On weekends, holidays and extended breaks I normally check e-mail no more than 
once or twice a day, so please be patient. I promise a timely, if not always instantaneous reply. If 
you send a message through CANVAS I will also receive it, but not always as quickly. Also feel 
free to contact me verbally or by chat before, during, or after class or during my open office 
hours. My office phone (814-865-6583) has voice mail that the university sends to my email, but 
the recordings are not always clear enough to understand, and the accompanying voice-recognition 
transcripts are often unusable. If you do leave a voice mail, please also leave your e-mail or your 
name; I will respond electronically since I do not have access to a university phone. 
 
We are all adults in a hopefully friendly but strictly professional relationship. When you use 
English and Spanish in a professional setting, a little old-fashioned courtesy is usually more 
effective than hundreds of correctly-conjugated verbs, so we’ll give it a try. When you 
communicate with me, you can address me as Profes(s)or Lipski (“s”: Spanish, “ss”: English), 
Mr. Lipski, or Señor Lipski. I will address you as Mr. or Ms., Señor or Señorita (or Señora if you 
so inform me), as appropriate. E-mails can begin “Dear ...”, “Estimado ...” or simply “Señor ...”, 
etc. When using Spanish we will address one another as usted. 
 
 This is a paper-free course. All assignments are to be turned in electronically in 

documents prepared using Microsoft Word®. Send assignments and all other 
communication ONLY to jlipski@psu.edu  International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) phonetic 
symbols should be in the DoulosSIL font, available from www.sil.org If you use phonetic 
symbols, be sure to check the “embed truetype fonts” box on the Tools-Options menu in 
Word® before saving the file, to ensure that the fonts will be preserved when I open your 
file.   

 All electronic communication should be through e-mail:  jlipski@psu.edu.   
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES: 
 

• 3 periodic exams during the semester (of necessity cumulative, but with emphasis on the 
material covered since the previous exam). 

• 4 written homework assignments 
• A final assigned topic on a contemporary variety of Spanish or another Ibero-Romance 

language. This will be due during final exam week, with an in-class presentation the final 
week of classes. 

• In-class participation (including responses to textbook activities) 
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Grade breakdown: 
 
 3 exams @ 15% / each:   45% 
 4 homework assignments @ 5%  /each 20% 
 final project     20% 
 in-class presentation of final project:    5% 
 overall participation    10% 
 
Grading scale:  
95.0-100%  A  
90.0–94.9%  A-  
87.7 – 89.9%   B+ 
83.4 – 87.6%   B  
80.0 – 83.3%   B-  
75.0 – 79.9%   C+ 
70.0 – 74.9%  C  
60.0 – 69.9%  D 
59.9% and below  F  
 
NOTE: I will not be keeping updated grades on CANVAS. You should be able to figure 
your grade at any given point past the first assignment, and if you have anything less than 
100% participation at any given time you probably already know that but I’ll pro-rate it 
for you if needed. I will give you a current grade update upon request. 
 
  



TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week 1 (beginning Wednesday January 20): INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE CHANGE; THE PLACE OF 

SPANISH AMONG THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES. Readings: BHLE chaps 1-2; HS chaps 1-2.  
 
Week #2 (beginning January 25): A LITTLE BIT OF LATIN. Readings: BHLE chap. 4; HS chap. 3. 

Prepare to share in class on Monday January 25: HS activity 1-1 (p. 7). For Friday 
January 29, be prepared to discuss the examples in HS pp. 18-19. 

 
Week #3 (beginning February 1):  FROM LATIN TO MEDIEVAL SPANISH: vowels. Readings: BHLE 

chap 5; HS chap. 6, chap. 8. Prepare to share in class on Friday February 5 HS activities 
6-1 (first part), 6-2, 6-3. We’ll have a look at activity 6-4. 

 
Week #4 (beginning February 8):  FROM LATIN TO MEDIEVAL SPANISH: some consonant changes. 

Readings: BHLE chap 5; HS chap. 7. Assignment #1 due Friday February 12. Prepare 
to share in class on Friday February 5 HS activity 7-1. 

 
Week #5 (beginning February 15):  PHONOLOGICAL DERIVATIONS. Readings: BHLE chap 5; HS 

chap. 9. Assignment #2 due Friday February 19. Prepare to share in class on Friday 
February 5 HS activity 7-2. 

 
Week #6 (beginning February 22): POST-MEDIEVAL SOUND CHANGES; REVIEW. Exam #1 Friday 

February 26 
 
Week #7 (beginning March 1): MORPHOLOGY AND SYNTAX: LATIN TO OLD SPANISH. Readings: 

BHLE chap. 6; HS chap. 10. Prepare to share in class on Friday March 5 HS activity 10-
4. 

 
Week #8 (beginning March 8): MORPHOLOGY AND SYNTAX:  MEDIEVAL  TO MODERN SPANISH; 

GRAMMATICALIZATION. Readings: BHLE, chap. 7; HS chap. 15. Assignment #3 due 
Friday March 12. Prepare to share in class on Friday March 12 HS activity 15-7. 

 
Week #9 (beginning March 15):  LANGUAGE CONTACT AS AN ENGINE OF CHANGE; EARLY LANGUAGE 

CONTACTS IN THE IBERIAN PENINSULA. Readings: BHLE chap. 3; HS chap. 4. Prepare to 
share in class on Friday March 19 HS activity 4-1. 

 
Week #10 (beginning March 22): THE TRIUMPH OF CASTILIAN, THE RECONQUEST, SEPHARDIC 

(JUDEO) SPANISH AND THE STATE OF SPANISH CIRCA 1492. Readings: HS, chap. 5. On 
CANVAS: Penny, chap. 6. Exam #2 Friday March 26 

 
Week #11 (beginning March 29):  THE EMERGENCE OF (LATIN) AMERICAN SPANISH; PENINSULAR 

AND INSULAR INPUT, THE RISE OF CITIES, Readings: BHLE chap. 9; on  CANVAS: Penny, 
chap. 4, chap. 5. Prepare to share in class on Friday April 2, BHLE pregunta 4, pág. 
198. 

 



Week #12 (beginning April 5): CONTACT WITH NATIVE AMERICAN LANGUAGES. Readings: On 
CANVAS: Klee & Lynch, Chap. 4. Assignment #4 due Friday April 9, Prepare to share 
in class on Friday April 9 HS activity 17-1. 

 
Week #13 (beginning April 12): CONTACT WITH LANGUAGES OF INVOLUNTARY IMMIGRATION. 

Readings: On CANVAS: Klee & Lynch, Chap. 3.  Exam #3 Friday April 16. 
 
Week #14 (beginning April 19): CONTACT WITH LANGUAGES OF VOLUNTARY IMMIGRATION. 

Readings: On CANVAS: Klee & Lynch, Chap. 5. Prepare to share in class on Friday 
April 23 5 (Latin American) Spanish words that entered the language as the result of 
voluntary immigration. 

 
Week #15 (beginning April 26): IN-CLASS PRESENTATION OF FINAL PROJECTS. 
 
 
Final project due Monday May 3  
  



RELEVANT UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
 
COVID-19 RELATED POLICIES: 
 
Although Spanish 418 is being taught remotely, you may be taking in-person classes as well, so 
please use common sense, stay safe, and think about how your behavior might affect the safety 
of others, on and off campus. I want to see all of you alive and well at the end of the semester. 
 
Be sure to follow all university rules and policies for campus conduct during the COVID-19 
pandemic. You can find the latest guidelines and policies at: 
 
https://virusinfo.psu.edu/ 
 
and  
 
 https://studentaffairs.psu.edu/support-safety-conduct/student-conduct/conduct-information-
faculty-staff 
 

Faculty Senate Policy 42-27- Class Attendance 
Academic Policies and Procedures for Undergraduate Students 
(http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/health/welcome/illnessVerification/) 
The faculty, staff and other resources of the University are furnished for the education of 
students who attend the University. A class schedule is provided for students and faculty so that 
a reasonably orderly arrangement for instruction is facilitated. The fact that classes are 
scheduled is evidence that the faculty believes class instruction is important. Therefore, class 
attendance is important for the benefit of students. A student should attend every class for 
which the student is scheduled and should be held responsible for all work covered in the 
courses taken. In each case, the instructor should decide when the class absence constitutes a 
danger to the student’s scholastic attainment and should make this fact known to the student at 
once. A student whose irregular attendance causes him or her, in the judgment of the instructor, 
to become deficient scholastically, may run the risk of receiving a failing grade or receiving a 
lower grade that the student might have secured had the student been in regular attendance. 
 
Instructors shall provide, within reason, opportunity to make up work for students who miss 
class for regularly scheduled, University-approved curricular and extracurricular activities. 
However, if such trips are considered by the instructor to be hurting the student’s scholastic 
performance, the instructor should present such evidence for necessary action to the head of the 
department in which the course is offered and to the dean of the college in which the student is 
enrolled or to the Division of Undergraduate Studies if the student is enrolled in that division. 

 
Instructors should provide, within reason, opportunity to make up work for students who miss 
classes for other legitimate but unavoidable reasons. 

legitimate, unavoidable reasons are those such as illness, injury, family emergency. If an 
evaluative event will be missed due to an unavoidable absence, the student should contact the 
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instructor as soon as the unavoidable absence is known to discuss ways to make up the work. 
An instructor might not consider an unavoidable absence legitimate if the student does not 
contact the instructor before the evaluative event. Students will be held responsible for using 
only legitimate, unavoidable reasons for requesting a make-up in the event of a missed class or 
evaluative event. Requests for missing class or an evaluative event due to reasons that are 
based on false claims may be considered violations of the policy on Academic Integrity (Policy 
49-20). 

 
Extended Absences: During your enrollment at Penn State, unforeseen challenges may arise. If 
you ever need to miss an extended amount of class in such a circumstance, please notify your 
professor so you can determine the best course of action to make up missed work. If your 
situation rises to a level of difficulty you cannot manage on your own with faculty support, reach 
out to the Student Care & Advocacy office by phone at (814-863-2020) or email them at 
StudentCare@psu.edu. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The Pennsylvania State University defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity 
in an open, honest and responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, 
respect other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment 
in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20). 
Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not 
limited to: cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of 
academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting 
work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering 
with the academic work of their students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive 
academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible 
further disciplinary sanction. See http://www.psu.edu/dept/oue/aappm/G-9.html 
 
DISABILITY ACCESS STATEMENT 
 
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in 
its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access 
to programs, facilities and admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal 
authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions 
about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible.  
 

Counseling and psychological services 

Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have psychological needs that may 
interfere with their academic progress, social development, or emotional wellbeing. The 
university offers a variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times, including 
individual and group counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, and mental 
health screenings. These services are provided by staff who welcome all students and embrace a 

mailto:StudentCare@psu.edu


philosophy respectful of clients’ cultural and religious backgrounds, and sensitive to differences 
in race, ability, gender identity and sexual orientation. 

Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park  (CAPS) 
(http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/): 814-863-0395 

Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): 877-229-6400 
Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/week): Text LIONS to 741741 

Educational equity/bias 

Acts of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment due to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender, 
gender identity, national origin, race, religious belief, sexual orientation, or veteran status are not 
tolerated and can be reported through Educational Equity via the Report Bias webpage 
(http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/). 
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